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2 T1M. III. 14, 15. — 


But Continue thou in the things which 
thou haſt learned, and haſt been 


aſſured o, knowing of hm thou 
haſt learned them; 


And that from a Child Show baft 
known the Holy Scriptures, — 


OW plauſibly ſoever the Prejudice 
H of Education, and the Inflaence of 
Example have been urged, in or- 
der to depreciate the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, Yet that both Inſtruction and Au- 
thority, under proper Regulations, have their 
real Uſe in forming the firſt Outlines of Ver- 
tue and Religion, in guarding the tender and 
defenceleſs paſſages of Life from the Impreſ- 
fions of Vice and folly, and conduQting the 
unſtable Soul, till it comes unto a perfect Man, 
unto the Meaſure f the Stature of the Fulneſs 
F Chriſt, is what general Practice has aſſert- 
ed, and is a Truth 3 by general Ex- 
perience. 


It 


It hath been objected indeed, that every De- 


gree of Influence, ariſing from external Impreſ- 
ſions, is inconſiſtent with the DeduCtions of 


| Reaſon; and therefore, that either all Means 
of Information ought to ceaſe, to make way 
for the free Uſe of uninſtructed Reaſon, or 
Chriſtianity muſt paſs for an Irrational Syſtem, 
if to be advanced by ſuch Methods: tho at the 
ſame time, as ſuch, it be impiouſly attributed 


to the Sole and immediate 8 of the 
Holy Spirit of God. | 592 


But St. Paul's Exhortation to Timothy, i in the 
Words before us, hath advanced another Do- 
Arine.. He ſpeaks. to Him, of Learning and 
Inſtruction, previous to his Profeſſion of Chri- 
ſtianity: He propoſes the Pattern of his In- 
ſtructor, as what He ought always to have in 
View: He reminds him of his Application to 
the Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, even 
from his Infancy. And upon theſe particulars, 
He forms his Admonition to him, to continue 
ſtedfaſt in a Profeſſion founded upon theſe 
Principles. But Continue thou in the things which 
thou haſt learned, &c. | 

From an Apoſtle, who recommends Chri- 
ſtianity, as our Reaſonable Service:; Who pro- 
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Rom. XII. 1, 


poſes 


4 
poſes the Will of the Lord, as. the Object of our 
Underſtanding*; Who calls upon his Fol lowers, 
to make themſelves Maſters of the moſt evi- 


dent Proofs of Reaſon, both for their own 


Confirmation b, and the Conviction of Gain- 
ſayers e; And Who Himſelf, throughout his E- 

piſtles, in Defence of the Goſpel, both againſt 
Jews and Gentiles, argues with ſo much ſtrength 
of Reaſon and Demonſtration; One would 
hardly expect, upon Infidel Principles, an Ap- 
peal like that of the Text, to the Impreſſions 
of a Religious Education. Rather ſhould the 
Reaſoning Apoſtle have diſcouraged every 


thing of that kind, as Unwarrantable Preju- 


dice and Prepoſſeſſion; as an Undue Cultiva- 
tion of the moſt notorious and palpable Prejudices; 
as unfairly anticipating the Strength of the Evi- 
dence ; and powerfully retaining Men to a Party, 
before the Means of W were put into their 
handed. 

But far different, as I obſerved, are the Seu. 
timents of the Apoſtle. Inſtruction, Example, 
and the Early knowledge of the Scriptures, are 
with him, no Unreaſonable Prepoſſeſſions. He 
approves their Influence, and upon this foot- 
ing eſtabliſhes the Conduct of his LANE! 


| 


en 4 | Thef. V. 21. « Col. IV. 6. 4 Chriſtianity | 
nat founded on Argument, &c, p. 102, 
| What 


[6] 

What is propoſed in the following Diſcourſe, 
is to juſtify the Proceedings of a Religious Edu- 
cation; in oppoſition to thoſe Principles, by 
which it hath been exploded, as diſingenuous Wor 
and Irrational; and indeed, as incongruous tur 
with an Impartial Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, In for 
order to which, I ſhall endeavour to new, : ore 


; I. That theſe principal Advances towards 2 
| Religious Education, here inſiſted on by the 
Apoſtle, are ſo far from being inconſiſtent 
with the Due Uſe of our Rational Faculties, 
that they are the beſt and trueſt e 
of them. And Werse, 

II. That a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, eſta- 
bliſh'd in this Method, ſtands upon a Reaſon- 
able and laſting Foundation. 


I. That theſe principal Advances made a ſi 
Religious Education, here infiſted on by the pi 

Apoſtle, are ſo far from being inconſiſtent ſi; 
with the Due Uſe of our Rational Faculties, 
that they are the beſt and trueſt Fe UP" 
of them. 
| Beſides what might be alledged ' in this be- 
half, of the weakneſs and Imperfection of Hu- 
man Reaſon in general, eſpecially in its pre- 
ſent degenerate State, It muſt be allowed, that 
its rn n in ms Dawnings of its Power, 
5 | are 
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171 
e feeble and languid, dark and unſtable; and 
loudly call for Aſſiſtance and Support. There 
is a State of Infancy for the Soul, as well as 
for the Body: A gradual Aſcent towards Ma- 
urity. And as there is Employment ſufficient 
for · Art and Experience, in directing the Pro- 
greſs of the Corporeal Syſtem from its Birth; 
in watching its Infirmities, in ſupplying its Ne- 
eflities, in forming its Motions, and confirm- | 
ing its growing Vigour: So is it no leſs want- 
d, for Cultivating the Infant Mind, by throw- 
ing in a Succeſſive Supply of eaſy and ſeaſon- 
able Notions, by D the Aﬀections, and 
regulating the Will. 
Theſe are approved Methods of InſtruQion: 
Inſomuch as. we cannot form a more contem-- 
ptible Figure of Human Nature, than by exhi- 
biting to View, One on whom theſe firſt Im- 
preſſions have either never been beſtowed, or 
in whom they have afterwards been perverſſy 
nepleRed, The Man is loſt under the Appe- 
tites of the Brute; And hath nothing to glory 
in, but what ought to be his Shame, the: fl 
pure and Similitude of a Man. 
To theſe will naturally ſucceed the igen 
ing ſuch Notions, as will raiſe the Mind to- 
wards a Superiour Being; and whatever hath 
* A upon it: The neceſſary and 


inde- 
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Indep endant Exiſtence of a firſt Cauſe ; The 
| — of Providenee; The Immor 
ality of the Soul; The immatable Difference 


_ ceflity of additional Inſtruction is too app: 


Vſe in promoting the former, can never juſt! 


they are capable of being promoted, are br 


rious Office: The Task of the Learner w. 
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between Good and Evil; and The neceſſity o 
Rewards and Puniſhments. For whatever Pre 
greſs may have been made herein, by the ad 
vantage of a Superiour Genius, or whateve 
may be vainly expected from unaſſiſted Res 
ſon, in the general Run of Mankind, the ne 


rent, tho too frequently ineffectual. And : 
theſe primary Principles of Religious Inſtru 
tion are no other than the Improvement 


Right Reaſon, and the due Application of 1 


to its Proper Object, whatever Methods are 0 


nee to, as prejudicinl to the latter. 

The Slow, and almoſt imperceptible Adyat 
ces which are made, in every Branch of Knoy 
ledge, even with all the advantages by whic 


ſo many melancholy Inſtances how little is t 
be expected from the generality of Mankind 
excluſive of thoſe: Advantages. The Evidenc 
of this Reflexion is too apparent to all, wh 
labour in the Important Charge of Inſtructiot 
The Returns ſeldom keep pace with the labe 


LE gene 
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generally put on the Appearance of greater 
Intricacy, than the Task of the Inſtructor. 
And what Reaſon can there be to hope, that 
the weighty Knowledge of Divine Truths, 
ſhould find an eaſier Admittance, than that 
Knowledge which is only to be look d upon as 
| Inftrumencal and acceſſory. to the other? It 
hath its Difficulties to be encounter d; its per- 
plexities to be Solved: It bath oppoſitions of 
various kinds to deal with, from various Tem- 
pers and Diſpoſitions; whether Dulneſs, or 
Inactivity; Gaiety, or Perverſeneſs. And e- 
ven, under the Circumſtances of a happier 
Conſtitution, tbe Obſtacles it may meet with 
from external Diſcouragements, „ do plainly 
ſpeak the Neceſlity of ſome Regular Diſcipline _ 
and Information, in order to a competent De- 
gree of Proficiency even in theſe firſt Princi- 
ples of Religious Literature. 
And then, as to the Conduct of Moral ow 
hic tue, ſo agreeable to all the Rules and Maxims 
of Right Reaſon in its higheſt degree of Per- 
fection, Vet how deficient is it like to prove, 
ine from the Temptations and Diſcountenance it 
end] hath to ſtruggle with, if left to it ſelf, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of a more mature Judgment, 
to Inſtil the Seeds, and Propagate the Increaſe 
5 of i it? The den Paſſions are ſuſceptible of, 
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[ 10 ] 
and lay open to every Impreſſion. And there- 


fore, the worſt are liable to be taken, with as 
much eaſe as the beſt: the general Corruption 


of Human Nature may warrant us to ſay, with 


more. But however, tho it ſhould be even 
admitted, that Human Nature (a Suppoſition 
hardly to be allow d of even in Speculation) 


may of it ſelf, without the Aſſiſtance we are 


pleading for, be capable of riſing by degrees, 
to the moſt Exalted Pitch of Vertue; Yet that 
the Work may ſooner, and therefore the more 
effectually be accompliſh d, by the Help of an 
early and faithful Conductor, than it could 
without it, is alone ſufficient to turn the bal- 
lance: And this can be no queſtion, conſider- 
ing the Advantage of the firſt Poſſeſſion, which 
may in this Caſe be fairly taken, without Pre- 
judice to the Rights of Reaſon; and the Im- 
minent Hazard thereby avoided of leaving the 
Mind expoſed to the Invaſion of every perni- 
cious Vice. 
The Truths of Revelation come next in 


View. And if theſe alone are to have no Re- 


gard among the Principles of Religious Inſtru- 
ction, the Event will ſoon diſcover the Ab- 


ſurdity of the Omiſſion. The Advantage in 


this Caſe on the Side of Infidelity is obvious; 
In as much as the Tendency of this Proceed- 


ing, 


L 24”) 


ing, is not barely to ſuſpend, or to preſerve 
the Mind diſengaged from Prepoſſeſſion in fa- 
vour of the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, but to 
open a Way to the Reception of every Cavil 
and Objection againſt it. This is not to guard 
againſt Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion, but to ex- 
poſe the unexperienced Mind to a barbarous 
and almoſt certain Hazard, of being entangled 
unawares in thoſe of the moſt pernicious and 
deſtructive kind. The Adverſary is too watch- 
ful to be inſenſible of this Advantage; and 


too diligent to overlook the Improvement of 


it. And if the Malignancy is thus ſuffer d to 
take root without reſtraint, the maturer Age 
of Life will hardly be perſwaded to throw off 
the Infection; at leaſt, without the Aſſiſtance 
of the ſame powerful Interpoſitions, with which 
the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel were enabled 
to Compaſs the Converſion of the Heathen 
World to the Faith. If theſe be the moſt fa- 
vourable Terms that can be allowed to the 
Evidences of Revelation; If they are not to 
be heard, till the Mind is firſt confirmed in 
all the Principles of Infidelity, the Cauſe 1s 
given up at-once, and nothing more remains 
but the Eſtabliſhing Iniquity by.a Law. - -.-.;-; 
And after all, what is there in the Princi- 
ples of Cad ſo terrible, that all the a-: 
- venues 


E 


venues of Inſtruction muſt be thus ſtudiouſiy 


ſhut againſt them? Do they obſtruct the na- 


tural Rights of Mankind? or in any Shape 
break in upon the Laws of Society? Do they 
invalidate the Obligations of any one Moral 
Vertue? Or is Chriſtianity now at length be- 
come a novel Inſtitution, calculated to Impoſe 
upon Ignorance and Inexperience? Surely, the 
Teſt of Ages muſt have ſome weight 1 in theſe 
Conſiderations, 
But the Tyranny of ;nfuſinls Articles of Faith 
is what cannot be admitted upon any terms. 
To be obliged to believe, is to make that ne- 
ceſſary which ought to be left voluntary: O- 
therwiſe, the Faith of the Pupil will be no 
other than the Farh of his Inſtructor; and 
not his W n. 
But is Faith, taking it under the general 
Notion for an Aſſent of the Mind to things 


_ credible, ever throughout the Chriſtian Infti- 


tutes required without Evidence? If not, as 
the Contrary, however pretended, can never 
be made appear, what follows will carry with 
it ſome Solution of the Difficulty, Whatever 
offers it ſelf, as credible upon proper Evi- 
dence, a Man is not at Liberty to reject, with- 
but Guilt; His Will indeed is free to ſtand in 
f. enn to Truth, as well as to act in Con- 

tradiction 
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_— 1 p a Gr df a ana add nas cath. a_—_ Kw__—_—_ «4. FY —_ hed Heh ow wo a — } a P— 


E. 


tradiction to the Rules of Moral Vertue; but | 
what He hath Sufficient Evidence to be « con- 
vinced of the Truth of, from thence in point 
of Duty, becomes no longer a thing Volunta- 
ry to Him, but He is laid under a Neceſſity of 
giving his Aſſent to it, if He would act the 
part of a Rational Being. Where the Propo- 
ſal is made to a Perſon of mature Judgment, 
who can and does ſincerely weigh the Evi- 
dence before him, and is convinced by it, the 
Aſſent in this Caſe is moſt properly his own, 
however the Means are convey d to him, even 
tho' they paſs to him thro' the hands of ano- 
ther. The Precepts of an Inſtructor do not 
in any ſenſe, as ſuch, oblige a Man to believe. 


He only collects the Evidence, and lays it to- 


gether in the faireſt Light; a Work, which no 
juſt Exception can be taken to: The Merit of 
the Aſſent 1s ſtill depending; tho the Merit of 
the Inſtructor will be fully juſtified, in the Sight 


of God and Men, if He hath performed his 


Office with Faithfulneſs and Integrity. 

Indeed, as to the Immature State of Life, 
either entirely deſtitute of the Exerciſe of Rea- 
ſon, or labouring under ſlow Advances towards 


it, whether in Infants, or Adult perſons who 


have hardly eſcaped the Imperfections of In- 
fancy, the Caſe is far otherwiſe. Here no ex- 
hy plicit 


ſuch, this doth not preclude the neceflity of a 


[14] 
plicit Acts of Faith are expected; becauſe nei · N wi 
ther the Will nor the Underſtanding have at- ¶ ap 
tained to that Perfection, requiſite for theſe ¶ ci: 
purpoſes, But however, the Diſcipline of In- Ned 
ſtruction becomes neceſſary even in this part I Vi 
of Life; at leaſt, as to Facts, and a gradual iſ 
Explication of thoſe Reveal d Truths, which 
may hereafter be made the Subject of a Ra- 
tional Enquiry, and upon full Conviction, the 
Objects of a truly Chriſtian Faith. For the 
Introduction of Facts muſt be prior to any In- 
quiſition that can be made concerning them; 
and thoſe Facts muſt in ſome meaſure be ren⸗ 
der d obvious to the Capacity they are intend- 
ed for, before any thing is finally determined 
as to their Truth or Falſhood. Nay, though 
they are inculcated as Truths, and received as 


Subſequent Examination ; And in the mean Ir 
time, this Inſtruction is found to be the ſe- Ib 
cureſt Guard againſt thoſe known Obſtacles to a 
an Impartial Search after Truth, Ignorance II 
and Self- Conceit; as well as to furniſh the I; 
Mind with a commendable Prejudice againſt \ 
every Vicious Inclination, ſo apt to obſcure It 
the dictates of a Right Underſtanding, and I. 
| to caſt an Injurious Biaſs upon the Motions of J. 
the Will. For a Careleſs Education, "Ru | 
will- 


EET 
will of Courſe be a wicked one, is the moſk 
| apparent Injury to the Cauſe of Truth; eſpe- 
cially ſuch Truths, as are purpoſely intend- 
ed for the Condemnation Ignorance and 
Vice. 

Thus far then, the Apoſtle appears to have 
been 'a Rational Advocate for Religious In- 
ſtruction. The things which his Diſciple ha 
e ¶ Learned and been offored of; were not Truths of 
& leſs moment, becauſe thus acquired; nor raſh- 
- Wy to have been thrown aſide, out of an unjuſt 
Jealouſy of their having been imbibed with 
Prejudice and Partiality. What He further ur- 
- Iges him with, is the Influence of Example, as 
another Motive to him, to Continue in the 
Profeſſion which He had embraced ; knowing 
of whom thou haſt learned them. 

Evidence and Example, Reaſon and Autho- 
n frity, are not ſuch incompatible things, as may 
Abe imagined, They often go hand in hand, 
fand Cooperate uſefully in promoting the ſame 
e End. Were they to interfere with each other, 
© and to recommend different purſuits, We know 
it where the Preference ought to be given. Ver- 
'© tue and Vice, Good and Evil, have their Cha- 
d N racters ſo analterably fix t, that as the former 
f can ſuffer no Apprehenſion of Diſcourage- 


h ment, nor the latter conceive any Hopes of 
lh | Coun- 
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Countenance in the thoughts of a Rational 


ty upon Earth have Power to alter theſe de- 
termined Characters. But ſtill, to reject eye. 


whatever the Conſequence may end in at laſt. 


and Memorials of Inſtruction to us. They ſerve 
to imprint upon our Minds, whatever hat! 


by the Evidence of Experience; and ſoften it; 
' Auſterity, by exhibiting it in Practice. Ever) 


* 
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Being, ſo will not the moſt eminent Authori- 


ry auxiliary Support, whether in Defence c 
Vertue, or in Oppoſition to Vice, though it 


boaſt it ſelf in Theory, will in Fact have the 


Appearance of too arrogant a Preſumption, 


And in this Light is to be taken the Re. 
corded Series of Examples, which are deliver d 
down to Us for our Admonition; as well as 
thoſe we have Opportunities. of daily Conver 
fing with. They are as Standing Teſtimonie 


been collected by the. Labour of Thought and 
Reflexion. They Juſtify the Rules of Vertue 


Inſtance of Goodneſs is in this Senſe an Ap 
peal to the pureſt and moſt exalted Reaſan o 
Human Nature; calling forth others to Imi 
tation, by one ſhort and comprehenſive Leſ 

Ton, Go, and do thou Likewiſe, _— 
And why is not the ſame 8 Confir 
mation to be allowed its proper Weight ir 
the Doctrinal | points of Chriſtianity 2 — 1 dc 
not 


L a9 ] 
not ſay, We are to believe, only becauſe our 
Forefathers have believed before us. But if 


| thoſe who have gone before us in the Faith, 


have approved themſelves to be Perſons of 
Conſcience and Integrity; have born the ſame 
Uniform Teſtimony, through evil Report and 
good Report; have held faſt the Profeſſion of 
the ſame Faith ſtedfaſt unto the End; This 
ſurely will help to ſtrengthen the other Evi- 
dences, conveyed to us through their Hands; 
nor will the Faith of others whom we ſhall 
thus follow, be a blind and implicit Faith, 
while We —_ the End of their Conver ſe 
tion. 

There is a Moral Reverence to 2 paid to 
the) Office of every Director; without which 
the Duties on either hand' muſt prove great- 
ly Defective. In regard to Parents, it is the 
Call of Nature; In regard to Others, who 
are ſubſtituted to the like Truſt, it is the Call 
of Reaſon, as well as Revelation. If an Opi- 


nion of Superior Merit be not firſt eſtabliſh'd, 
or afterwards be unhappily forfeited, 250 the 


Tongues of Men, or of Angels were employ d, as 


the Inftruments of Teaching, Yet what would 


they profit > On the other hand, with what 
Eaſe, with what Perſpicuity, with what Cheer- 
mina is every Precept imbibed, that comes 

A | C recom- 


Tat 


recommended with the perſwaſive Eloguenes 
of an uncorrupted Reputation, both for Inte: 
grity and Capacity? 
It would be needleſs to apply this Obſerve. 
tion, to the Preachers of the Goſpel of Chriſt; 
Since the Importance of it is ſo confeſſedly 
manifeſt, that the Cauſe of Infidelity can ne- 
yer think it ſelf ſecure, while the Credit of 
the Clergy ſtands clear and untainted. The 
Light of the World, and The Salt of the Earth, 
are Characters, in any Senſe, too inſupport- 
able to the Ears of an Infidel: As He is too 
ſenſible, to what Shame and Confuſion, He 
which it of a contrary part is doomed, while 
He hath no evil thing to ſay of the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, the Stewards of the Myſteries of God. 
A clear Evidence this; That a bright Exam- 
ple of Faith is a Confirmation of the Truths 
He would inſtil into others; a Confirmation 
founded in the general ſenſe and reaſon of 
Mankind, and wiſely adapted to the gene- 
ral Infirmities and Neceſſities of thoſe, whoſe 
chief Concern it is to be inſtructed, which be 
the firſt, Principles of the Oracles of God. 
The Other remaining Branch of Religious 
Education, which the Apoſtle appeals to, for 
the Confirmation of his Diſciple in the Profeſ- 


ſion of 3 is the Early Knowledge of 
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the Scriptures; Aud that from a Child, thou 
haſt known the Holy Scriptures. 
Without conſidering here the Divine Au- 
thority of theſe Sacred Records, It is ſufficient 
to. the purpoſe, 'if thoſe which Timothy had 
the Inſpection 'of, and thoſe which have been 
fince receiv d by Univerſal Conſent, are al- 
low'd. to be a Collection of ſuch Doctrines 
and Facts, as are propoſed for the Rule of a 
Chriſtian's Faith and Manners. This can be 
no unreaſonable Demand; as a Chriſtian in 
this Caſe asks no*more, than what would be 
indulged to Men of all Profeſſions, to have 
their own Principles conſulted, as the Meaſure 
of their Profeſſion, After this equitable Con- 
ceſſion, the Matter will terminate in this ſhort 
Iſſue; Whether, the moſt Early Notices of 
theſe Principles, imbibed even in Infancy, are 
not perfectly conſiſtent with the Exerciſe of 
our Intellectual Faculties? Nay more; Whe- 
ther they do not enlarge the bounds of its 
Power, and lay for it the Foundation of a 
more extended Dominion ? 1 99 
In every Science, there are Principles adapt- 
ed to every degree of Capacity: And tis the 
moſt eaſy and natural Method, to inſtil the 
plaineſt and moſt familiar firſt. Theſe are the 
Ground- work of the future Fabrick. For the 
| | Under+ 


[20]. 


Underftanding muſt have ſomething to work 
upon, before it can exert it ſelf in any of its 
Operations. And the ſooner it is ſupplied 
with Objects, proportion d to its Capacity, ſo 
much the ſooner will the Work begin ; and 
the Mind be conducted, by inſenſible Advan- 
ces, thro' the-gradual Paths of Knowledge. 
What We meet with in the Holy Scriptares, 
are either Hiſtorical Facts, or Points of Do- 
ctrine ingrafted upon thoſe Hiſtorical Rela- 
tions. Let the ſame Method then be applied 
here, as is approved of in other parts of Know- 
ledge. The Hiſtorical parts of Scripture may 
be made the Introduction. Theſe are level to 
the loweſt Capacity; and even entertain and 
employ the Mind, which as yet they cannot 
inſtruct, But when the Miſt of Life begins 
to diſſipate; and the Underſtanding to unfold 
it ſelf, as new Opportunities of Improvement 
are offer d, new Light will ſucceed; and pro- 
per Reflexions and Enquiries may probably 
ariſe upon thoſe Subjects which before had 
been taken for granted. This will naturally 
make way for a farther Progreſs in Divine 


Knowledge. The active Mind can never reſt 
ſatisfied at fimple Narratives. Nor can it 


ever be induced to perſwade it ſelf, that the 
Views of Revelation ſhould terminate here: 


Accord- 


5s wks % R9_V rF== 4 _ Fe 


q 


-. 0G & ex 0d VV. hw I } &@. ww Ot OO _ bis W — | mas | 


141 


Acoordingly, what hinders, but that it may call 

forth all its Powers, to a ſerious Purſuit of thoſe 

Doctrines, which the Hiſtory of Scripture di- 
rects it to the Search of? They are there in- 
deed to be found, collected with Perſpicuity, 
and tender d with every engaging Motive; but 
not obtruded with Violence, in Contradiction 
to the Underſtanding. What hath the Mind 
of Man therefore here to do, but what the 
Scriptures encourage, to examine cloſely, whe- 
ther theſe things are ſo? From the Verity of 
Facts, to trace their Conſequences? From pro- 
ving all things, to learn to hold faſt that which 
# Good? And on this Foundation to erect the 
the Structure of a moſt Holy Faith. | 


This is the poflible, and indeed the only pro- 


bable Progreſs of the Underſtanding in the 
Study of the Scriptures, from its moſt Infant 
State to its Maturity. And if this be not Ra- 
tional, Reaſon it ſelf muſt be vain; and every 
Human Science muſt be alſo vain, and muſt 
fall to the ground, to make way for the Succeſs 
of Irrational Infidelity. ' 

But Scriptural Knowledge has Yet more to 


Glory in than this. It is not barely conſiſtent 


with the Exerciſe of every Intellectual Faculty, 
but enlarges the Limits of the Underſtanding, 
by laying for it the Foundation of 'a more ex- 

tended 
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tended Dominion. Objects are here * 


to the View, which ye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 
beard, neither hath it enter d into the Heart of 
Man to conceive : but which every Eye may fee, 
and every Ear may hear, and every Heart of 
Man be capable of conceiving, who hath been 
trained up by gradual Advances, to inure him- 
ſelf to the Contemplation of them. We need 


not have recourſe to the Laborious Productions 


of paſt Ages, upon this Head; While the pre- 
ſent hath opened Such an unbounded Proſpect, 
In thoſe curious and regular Obſervations, 
which have been built upon the Records of 
Creation and Providence; In thoſe ſurpriſing 
Connexions and Inferences which have been 
traced from the Analogy of Reaſon and Reve- 
lation ; In that Judgment and Penetration ap- 
plied to the unfolding the Scheme of Prophe- 
cy; and in the cleareſt and moſt convincing 
Solutions of Scripture Miracles. Many other 
Inſtances might be given, in the ſeveral De- 
fences of Revelation: in general, as well as in 
particular Diſquiſitions, upon particular bran- 
ches of the Chriſtian Syſtem : Nay, the La- 
bours of Infidelity it ſelf will confeſs, that were 
it not for this inexhauſtible Fund of Know- 
ledge, many ſpecious Opportunities of exert- 
ing 1 it ſelf, would be loſt; and 1 any thing 

left 
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left for exerciſing the Talents of Cavil and 
Contention, but the Mortification of encoun- 
tring Vulgar and common Notions, 

1f then it appears that a Religious Edaca- 
tion, formed upon the regular Principles of 
Inſtruction and Example; and the Early Know- 
ledge of the Scriptures; is ſo far from being 
inconſiſtent with the due Uſe of Man's Ratio- 
d nal Faculties, that it is the beſt and trueſt Im- 
5 Fprovement of them; We may proceed to infer 
from hence 
t II. That thitrefots a Profeſſion of Chriſtia- 
„ nity, eſtabliſn d in this Method, ſtands apon a 
ft Reaſonable and laſting Foundation.” hae 
Sg | Human Nature is the ſame, whatever Pro- 
n feſſion it puts on. Even the moſt degenerate 
Jof the Species, in ſome Inſtances, and upon 
- ſome occafions, cannot help diſcovering the 
Principle they are actuated by: tho in ſome it 
8 be far more corrupted, and obſcure than in 
r others. But we may preſume it to be the Will 
of the Creator, who implanted it, that it ſhould 
a never be quite obliterated and extinct, but en 
our Being. 
But that the Ruins of Human Nature may 
'© de repaired; that the Corruptions of the 0/4 
Man may be put off, to make room for putting 
t- on the more amiable Perfections of the New, 
S8 | Man 


[24]. 
Man, and Yet the Man continue fill, and with 
a nearer Reſemblance to the Image in which He 
was at firſt Created; is a thing eaſily conceiva- 
ble, and in fact appears to have been the Re. 


ſult, as it was the declared Intention, of the 


Diſcoveries which have been imparted by the 
Revelation of the Goſpel, _ 

Among all the Lights of Chriſtianity, i it hath 
never been Reveal d to Us, that We are An. 
gels, and not Men. We keep the ſame Rank 
in the Order of Beings, which was at firſt al. 
ſigned us, and are limited to the fame Eſſen. 
tial Properties of our Nature. In this Situa- 
tion the Goſpel treats with us; and it treats 


with us, by the Mediation of a Man, like our 


ſelves, to ſhew that Chriſtians were not expect 
ed to diveſt themſelves of their Humanity, but 
to form themſelves upon the moſt: Perfect Pat. 


tern of Human Nature that could r be 


exhibited to them. | 
To this End, the Precepts of the Goſpel are 


calculated. It takes Mankind, as it finds them 
even attended with all their Deficiencies; and 


with a tender Regard to natural Infirmities, 
conſults the natural Abilities of its Votaries, 
'and draws them with Cords of a; Man. — Even 


the Language of Scripture is adapted to this 
View; as not only, at that time of molt gene- 
| | ral 
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ral Uſe; but in it ſelf plain and caſy as to 
Style, and. for the moſt part clear as to Ex- 
ꝑreſſion. — Its Motives are ſuch, as are leaft 
liable to be evaded: Addreſs d to the moſt 
prevailing. Paſſions ;; Yet conſiſtent with the 
Liberty of Choice: Strong and perſwaſive; Yet 
not compulſive. —: In ſhort, the Path of Reve- 
lation i is in it ſelf one continued Train of Li- 
beral Education; taking it only in this Light, 
as conducting Us by the moſt natural Inſtru- 
ctions, the moſt engaging Examples, and the 
moſt perfect Rule of Life and Manners: And 
whence could Man hope for a more ſolid Im- 
Pfarren: of his Faculties, than from a Syſtem 
profitable for Doctrine, for Reproofs for e . 
for Inſtrauction in Righteouſneſs 2 
If this then were the Wiſdom of the fir * 
| fiirution, its Vertue can never be impaired, by 
being derived to diſtant Ages. Human Nature 
is the ſame now, as when inſtructed by the 
| 808 of Chriſt and his Apoſtles: And 
their Doctrine is, or ought to be the ſame, as 
when firſt committed to the inſpired Pen- men. 
1 then both be conſider d in the ſame Light, 
Why muſt the Method of communicating be 
different from the Method of implanting? — 
* were Guides at firſt appointed? — Why is 
a Succeſſion, of Guides ſo carefully oy 


"TI | 
for? — Why are We put under the Diſcipline 
of a Rule? — Why is that Rule ſo providen- 
tially preſerved to Us? — Are theſe no Privi- 
leges to the Chriſtian Profeſſion? Or, has 


length of Time render d them obſolete? — The 
Loſs of the Advantages, would ſoon convince 
Us of their neceſſary Uſe: And a contem- 
ptuous Neglect of them is too ſure a Fore- 
runner of their Loſs. 
It is pretended indeed, to whks TOES for 
this threatning'Evil, that a Diſcovery has been 
ſtarted, of the true Principle of Goſpel- Evidence, 
in an Immediate, Univerſal, Inſtantaneous Illu- 
mination of the Holy Spirit of God* ; Which is 
to render uſeleſs every Method of Rational 
Conviction, by Irradiating Men's Souls at once, 
and Flaſbing Convittion in a Moment. But with 
how little Sincerity this Poſition is advanced, 
and with what contumelious Irreverence to- 
wards the Operations of that Divine Spirit, 
may be judged from hence; That after having 
laboured to depreciate the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, and declared them to be irrational, 
This Writer is neither affraid nor aſhamed 10 
refer ſuch Doctrines to the ſole Influence of 
Divine Inſpiration. This argues ſomething 


- « Chriſtianity not founded &c. p. 56, 58, 59. 
| worſe, 
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worſe than the Deluſions of Enthuſiaſm. Tis 
an attempt under the Mask of Religion, to do 
de ſpite unto the Spirit of Grace. 

Many and various are the Citations of Seri- 
pture, alledg d upon this Occaſion; but to 
ſhew how unfairly and partially alledged, can 
neither come within the Compaſs or Deſign of 
this Diſcourſe, It may only be obſerved here, 
with regard to this Favourite One, That the 
Caſe of St. Pauls Converſion, tho evidently 
miraculous in its firſt Impreflions, and there- 
fore the fitter to work upon an Officious Perſe- 
cutor, Yet doth not appear to have compleated 
its deſign at once, and in the Inſtant of the 
Appearance of that Heavenly Viſion: More 
as ſtill wanting to make him a Chriſtian, and 
an Apoſtle. He was referr'd to the preaching 
of Ananias, for his farther Inſtruction: Ariſe, 
and go into the City, and it ſhall be told thee, 
vhat thou muſt do. And there, by the Inſtru- 
tions of this Teacher, and the edifying Inter- 
ourſe of other diſciples which were at Dama- 
tus, He increaſed ſo much in Strength, as ſoon 
o become a Preacher of that Faith which once 
e deſtroyed, proving to the Jews by inconteſti- 
le Arguments, that this # very Chriſt, < 
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The Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of God, 
both. in fixing the foundations of Chriſtianity, 
and conducting the Superſtructure; and ever 
ſince, in carrying on the ſame Uniform De- 
ſign, by its benign Influences on the Hearts 
of the Faithful, can give no Colour of Reality 
to this diſſembled Scheme, nor is any Bar to 
the Progreſs of Religion, upon the foot of 
Reaſonable Evidence. For whatever extraor- 
dinary Light the Infant State of the Goſpel 
was indulged in, as neceſſary for the Combat 
of Univerſal Prejudice, and Univerſal Corru- 
ption ; as neceſſary for the Execution of thoſe 
Powers, which were committed to its firſt 
Preachers; and whatever Spiritual Concur- 
rence attends upon the ſincere Endeavours of 
every Profeſſor of Chriſtianity, Theſe are ſo 
far from precluding, in either Caſe, the Exer- 
tion.of Men's Natural Powers, that they ſup. 
poſe a previous good Diſpoſition in every Ob- 
ject of theſe Divine Favours, and even in o. 
thers, the _ to 77% and grieve the Hol 
Spirit of God. 
But to Ne als more immediate Subjed 
of this Diſcourſe, the Diſcipline of a Religious 
Education. What is ſo highly applauded b. 
the Apoſtle ; What is countenanced in ever) 
branch of it, by the ſobereſt Dictates of Rea 
. | | ſon 
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„ 
ſon, and confirmed by the Uſages and Ten- 
dency of Revelation; What is perfectly conſi- 
ſtent with every Spiritual Aſſiſtance; nay, a 
Requiſite preparatory to receive more from 
the Hands of Him, who giveth more Grace; is 
not to be eaſily given up, becauſe fo confi- 
dently demanded. Every Chriſtian hath an 
Intereſt in retaining the Poſſeſſion of ſo va- 
luable an Inheritance. Every Succeſſion of 
Chriſtians muſt experience a ſenfible Decay 
in the Neglect of it. And as the Conſe- 


quence is of Such moment on either Hand, 


either in the Support, or Ruin of Chriftiani- 
ty, Let us not part with the Stability of our 
Faith, to ſhelter it under falſe Diſguiſes, im 
piouſly put on, to conceal the Venom of m_ 
ſtate Infidelity. 

The Piety of former Ag in the laſtitu- 
tion of Seminaries for Religion and Learning, 
hath wiſely and effectually provided for the 
Improvement of both: And tis the Succeſs 
of theſe Inſtitutions, which has given the A- 


larm. But Irreligion will hardly long lift up 
its Head, while the Truſt repoſed in the Schools 


of the Prophets, continues to be diſcharg'd with 

Fidelity and Conſtancy, and to meet with fa- 
vourable Returns, in the Induſtrious Attention 
of every Religious Student. 


To 
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To be the Mark of Obloquy and eps 1 
hath always been the Badge of the Chriſtian 
Profeſſion : And the Guardians of that Profeſ- 
ſion have the Honour to ſtand the moſt ex- 
poſed: Diſtinguiſh'd by the Breath of Infamy, 
as Diſtinguiſh'd by the Office to which' they 

have been appointed. = 
In theſe will be the Refuge of diſcounte- || 
nanced Chriſtianity, As long as the Precepts 
of Human Literature are directed to the Pro- 
motion of Divine Knowledge; As long as Re- 
ligious Inſtructions are enforced by Religious Wi 
Examples; And both Inſtruction and Example 
ſpeak nothing but the Language of the Ora- 
Ges of God; The Exhortation of the Apoſtle, 
and with the ſame Divine Aſſurance, may be 
directed to every one of Us: Continue thou, 
in the things which thou haſt learned, and haſt 
| been aſſured of, knowing of whom thou haſt learn- 
el them; And that from a Child, thou haſt known 
the Holy Scriptures: And again ; Thoſe things 
which Ye have both learned, and received, and 
heard, and ſeen in Me, Do; And the God of 
Peace ſhall be with You. ITE 
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